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SUB J : GOP PRESIDENT PROTESTS AMBASSADOR S PRESENCE AT 
OPENING OF AZOREAN REGIONAL ASSEMBLY 

1 . GOP FOREIGN MINISTER MEDEIROS FERREIRA SUMMONED ME 
JULY 30. SAID HE REGRETTED THAT HE FOUND HIS FIRST ACT OF 
BUSINESS AS MINISTER WITH ME DISTASTEFUL BUT HE HAD BEEN 
INSTRUCTED BY EANES TO CONVEY TO ME THE PRESIDENT'S SURPRISE 
(ESTRANHEZA) THAT I HAD ATTENDED THE OPENING SESSION OF THE 
AZOREAN ASSEMBLY DURING MY VISIT TO THE AZORES THE WEEK OF 
JULY 15. MEDEIROS FERREIRA SAID PRESIDENT CONSIDERED THIS 
AN AMBIGUOUS ACT AT A SENSITIVE MOMENT. 

2. 1 TOLD MEDEIROS FERREIRA I WAS SURPRISED THAT HE 
SHOULD EVEN RAISE THIS WITH ME. THE AZOREAN 
ASSEMBLY WAS AN ORGAN ESTABLISHED BY THE PORTUGUESE 
CONSTITUTION AND THE INAUGURAL SESSION WAS OPEN TO THE 
PUBLIC. IT HAPPENED THAT I WAS IN THE AREA AT THE TIME 
AND IT WOULD HAVE BEEN AN INSULT NOT ONLY TO THE 
AZOREANS BUT TO THE PORTUGUESE CONSTITUTION HAD I NOT 
ATTENDED. THERE WAS NOTHING AMBIGUOUS ABOUT OUR POLICY 
WITH REGARD TO THE AZORES. AND HE KNEW IT, AND THERE 
WAS NOTHING AMBIGUOUS ABOUT MY ATTENDING A MEETING OF 
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THE AZOREAN ASSEMBLY. TO THE CONTRARY IT SEEMED TO ME 
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THAT SUCH ATTENDANCE SUPPORTED THE SOLUTION OF AUTONOMY 
EMBODIED IN THE CONSTITUTION. WAS THE GOP PREPARED TO 
IMPOSE RESTRICTIONS ON THE AMERICAN AMBASSADOR THAT WERE 
NOT IMPOSED ON OTHER AMBASSADORS? WOULD IT BE INAPPROPRI- 
ATE FOR ME TO ATTEND A PUBLIC MEETING OF THE MUNICIPAL 
ASSEMBLY IN EVORA? MEDEIROS FERREIRA SAID OF COURSE NOT, 

BUT THERE WAS A DIFFERENCE. I ASKED WHETHER IT WOULD BE 
APPROPRIATE FOR ME TO ATTEND A MEETING OF THE MADEIRAN 
REGIONAL ASSEMBLY WHEN I TRAVEL TO MADEIRA? HE HAD NO 
ANSWER. 

3. MEDEIROS FERREIRA OBVIOUSLY HAD SOME DIFFICULTY IN 
DEFENDING THE CONSISTENCY OF THE GOP'S POSITION AND HE 
INDICATED BY GESTURES THAT HE AGREED WITH THE POINTS I 
WAS MAKING. HE THEN TOLD ME HIS PERSONAL POSITION WAS 
SOMEWHAT DIFFERENT BUT THAT HE HAD BEEN OBLIGED TO 
IMPLEMENT THE PRESIDENT'S INSTRUCTIONS. IS IT REALLY 

SO IMPORTANT FOR YOU TO ATTEND THESE SESSIONS, HE ASKED? 

I CONCEDED THAT IT WAS NOT AND SUGGESTED WE LET THE 
MATTER DROP. INSTEAD OF PURSUING QUESTIONS ABOUT THE 
AMBASSADOR'S CONDUCT I WONDERED WHETHER HE WOULD TAKE 
AN INTEREST AS FOREIGN MINISTER IN THE U.S. AID PROGRAM. 

IF SO, AND I WOULD WELCOME HIS INVOLVEMENT, I WOULD BE 
PREPARED TO BRIEF HIM FULLY, INCLUDING THE AID PROGRAM 
FOR THE AZORES. MEDEIROS FERREIRA SAID HE WAS INTER- 
ESTED AND WE REVIEWED BRIEFLY A NUMBER OF PENDING ISSUES. 

HE THEN ASKED ME FOR MY IMPRESSIONS OF THE AZORES WHICH 
I COMMUNICATED FULLY TO HIM. INCLUDED IN THESE WERE 
EXPRESSIONS OF DESIRE BY THE AZOREANS TO BECOME IN 
VOLVED IN ALL AID NEGOTIATIONS. I TOLD MEDEIROS 
FERREIRA I HAD TOLD THE AZOREANS WE WOULD KEEP THEM 
INFORMED BUT IT WAS NOT UP TO US TO ENFORCE THE 
PORTUGUESE CONSTITUTION. MEDEIROS FERREIRA AT FIRST 
WANTED TO CHANNEL ALL INFORMATION ON AID PROGRAMS IN 
THE AZORES THROUGH THE GOP BUT THOUGHT BETTER OF IT 
AFTER I SUGGESTED THIS WOULD ONLY PROVOKE RESENTMENT IN 
THE AZORES. HE ALSO AGREED THAT WE COULD CONTINUE OUR DIRECT 
CONTACT WITH AZOREAN AUTHORITIES BUT WAS OBVIOUSLY 
HIGHLY SENSITIVE ON THIS POINT. 
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4. COMMENT: AS DEPARTMENT AWARE I HAVE PUT OFF VISIT 
TO THE AZORES FOR A YEAR AND A HALF TO AVOID CONVEYING 
ANY ADVERSE POLITICAL IMPRESSIONS. SINCE INDEPENDENCE 
IS NO LONGER THE ISSUE IT WAS AND THE ELECTIONS ARE OVER, 

I DID NOT THINK MY PRESENCE AT THE ASSEMBLY WOULD BE 
MISINTERPRETED, BUT OBVIOUSLY I WAS MISTAKEN. THE 
INCIDENT ILLUSTRATES THE EXTREME POLITICAL SENSITIVITIES THAT 
STILL EXIST HERE, AT LEAST ON THE PART OF THE NEWLY-ELECTED 
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PRESIDENT. MEDEIROS FERREIRA WAS CAREFUL TO STATE THAT 
THE POSITION HE WAS CONVEYING CAME FROM THE PRESIDENT; 

HE NEVER ONCE MENTIONED THE PRIME MINISTER OR THE 
GOVERNMENT. 

CARLUCCI 
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